
LGSEC 2024 Q 4 Member Meeting
Thursday, October 10, 2024 | 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Contact Us: contact@lgsec.org



10:00 AM Welcome and Opening Remarks

10:05 AM Introduction Breakout Groups

10:10 AM Member Presentation 1: The Energy Coalition

10:25 AM Member Presentation 2: Sonoma County

10:40 AM Member Presentation 3: CA Department of General Services

10:55 AM Break

11:00 AM Member Networking

11:25 AM Presentation 4: M.Cubed

11:40 AM Presentation 5: California Climate and Energy Collaborative

12:00 PM Adjourn

Meeting Agenda



Introduction Breakout Groups - 5 minutes

Break off into pairs for 5 minutes

1. Introduce Yourself! Name, Pronouns, Organization, Position

2. How long has your organization been an LGSEC member and what 

activities do you participate in?

3. What are you looking forward to learning today?



Felicia Federico and Julie Castro, The Energy Coalition October 10, 2024

Direct-to-RenterTM 
Clean Energy Program
Presentation to 
Local Government Sustainable Energy Coalition



The Energy Coalition

Overview

1. Motivation

2. Program goals

3. Implementation work

4. External engagement

5. Protocol and scaling
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The Energy Coalition

Motivation (I of IV)
There is a stark equity gap between owners and renters in current clean energy programs. 

● The majority of energy programs, even for low-income and underserved households, are designed 
for homeowners

● But renters comprise more than half of the lowest income quintile (see graph) - these households 
are the most in need. 

● Approximately 45% of California 
households (or ~18M people) are 
renters.
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The Energy Coalition

Motivation (II of IV)

Programs designed for rental property owners have barriers that limit uptake.

● Energy incentives designed for rental unit / multi-family building owners are 
complicated by a misalignment of incentives.*
○ Costs accrue to the landlord but benefits accrue to the renter.  

● Renters have no control and very little influence over a landlord’s decision to 
participate.

● Policies related to rental property upgrades may increase the likelihood of tenant 
displacement. 

7

*Also known as the “split incentive.” A recent publication that summarizes the challenges to policies designed to address the split incentive for multifamily 
buildings is here: https://s33258.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/3C-REN_MultifamilyResearch_Sept2020.pdf 

https://s33258.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/3C-REN_MultifamilyResearch_Sept2020.pdf


The Energy Coalition

Motivation (III of IV)

Energy program incentives build wealth for owners, but not for renters.

● Programs designed for homeowners (such as solar, battery storage, and 
appliance electrification) build wealth for participants by increasing the value of 
their home.

○ Typical packages of incentives for low-income households are valued at $5K - 
$20K.

○ Most of these improvements also reduce energy bills.

● Renters benefit from reduced energy bills when they participate in community 
solar or CARE/FERA rates, or when improvements are made to landlords’ 
property, but these programs do not build wealth for renter households. 
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The Energy Coalition

Motivation (IV of IV)
In summary, despite significant improvements in program equity over the last decade, 
renter households are still being left behind in the energy transition, though they need 
the most support.

● Without renter-specific energy programs, low-income renters have few options to build 
resilience, find relief from high heat, improve indoor air quality, or manage their utility 
bills. 

● Meanwhile, utility rates continue to increase and temperatures continue to climb 

○ Higher temperatures exacerbate air quality problems and increase the likelihood of 
grid outages
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The Energy Coalition

Solution: Direct-to-Renter™ 

TEC’s Direct-to-Renter ™ program 
bypasses the traditional and highly challenging 

approach of working with landlords 
to bring appliances and technologies 

directly to renter households 
for their ownership and use.
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The Energy Coalition

Solution: Direct-to-Renter™ 
● To be clear: 

○ It’s not a replacement for investments in the energy system 
infrastructure of rental buildings. 

■ Building-scale improvements are still essential.

○ It will not solve the many other health and safety challenges faced by 
tenants such as mold, lead, asbestos, or pests.

● But this program is essential to:
○ Address immediate and profound health and safety needs of low 

income renters, in the face of accelerating climate risks.

○ Fill an equity gap in current state and local energy programs.

○ Generate immediate GHG reductions that would otherwise take years 
or decades to occur.
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The Energy Coalition

Provide the following benefits to renters:

1. Ability to manage high heat

2. Resilience in the event of power outages

3. Improvements in indoor air quality

4. Ability to manage energy use / bills

5. GHG reductions

12

Direct-to-Renter™ Program Goals



The Energy Coalition

Implementation Overview

1. Pilot Funding 
● DOE Community Energy Innovation Prize
● Develop a Direct-To-RenterTM program protocol
● Initial cohort of 10 participants
● City of Pomona

1. Project Funding 
● TCC “Pomona ACTS” (SGC grant)
● Direct-To-RenterTM is one of a suite of projects
● >100 renter participants

13



The Energy Coalition

DOE Pilot Process

14

1. Identify appliances 2. Define incentive 
structure

3. Define participant 
eligibility/ sign up

4. Design and 
conduct outreach

A. Portable
B. 120V
C. No involvement from 

landlords required

A. $0 out of pocket 
cost

B. Participants 
select their 
preferred 
appliances (up 
to $2500 per 
household)

A. Renter in a Justice 
40 census tract → 
remove barriers of 
income eligibility 
verification

B. Streamlined 
sign-up (2-3 
minutes)

C. Random drawing to 
select 10 
households

Collaborate with 
trusted community 
partners

14



The Energy Coalition

Appliance Categories and Benefits

15

Appliance Category

Benefit

Resilience High Heat 
Management

Indoor Air 
Quality

Utility Cost 
Savings

GHG Reductions

Portable batteries ✓ ✓ ✓

Fans ✓ ✓  (if used to reduce 
need for existing A/C)

Portable heat pump air 
conditioners/ heaters

✓ ✓ ✓ (if used in place of 
inefficient units)

Electric cooking appliances ✓ ✓ ✓

Air purifiers ✓

Energy management plugs and 
apps

✓ ✓



The Energy Coalition

How to think about GHG reductions 
and new A/C loads
● GHG impacts shouldn’t be measured as a simple comparison to current 

conditions. 
● Many people currently do not use as much energy as they need to keep at 

safe temperatures due to high electricity costs. 
○ Also, many people who need it don’t even have A/C

● As heat continues to rise, people will need cooling and may buy cheap / used 
non-heat pump units over the next few years.

○ This near-future scenario is the proper baseline for comparison

● Portable heat pump A/C with a portable battery and control unit could provide 
needed cooling with minimum grid impacts, if we can fund it.

● This is a public health issue, not only an energy issue.
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The Energy Coalition

Category Appliance Specific Model Cost (with tax)

Air Quality Air purifier Levoit Core 300 plus replacement filters $110

Cooking

Electric kettle Hamilton Beach $41
Slow cooker Crock-pot 7 Quart Programmable $99

Induction cook plate Nuwave Gold Precision Induction Cooktop $110

Optional cookware CAROTE Pots and Pans Set $88

Cooling / Heating
Tower fan Dreo Tower $77
Portable heat pump A/C / 
heater Midea Duo 14,000 BTU $769

Power Storage
Portable plug-in battery EcoFlow Delta 2 Max Portable Power Station 2400W $2,089

Portable plug-in battery 
(alternate) Jackery Explorer 2000 PRO Portable Power Station 2200W $1,759

Smart Home
Smart plugs / power strip Kasa Smart Plug Power Strip HS300, Surge Protector x6 or 

Kasa Smart Plug Mini with Energy Monitoring
$48
$73

Smart speaker (optional 
add-on) Amazon dot or google mini $55

17

Specific Appliance List

https://www.amazon.com/LEVOIT-Purifier-Home-Allergies-Pets/dp/B07VVK39F7/ref=sr_1_4?crid=29W16AGXIFWRI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.qgfHYKNGDQpI-neJQUHcM-cDTosNC-foCQlnPIjThms5wfZ1W6KxiuaoPe34b26hcEn_avSPChRFv4asgSPAA2E_UCQ6oMTvaPwcA5dKwEIarUc_dbUj-O0Hav9NJvNB7RYVGqo4J2FiitMZRXtm3KDmrRQvTX22pFX2IYE2mJtkhKJX4_NSD62JcTvMCB7jGoEj6bn-qArEksXOBatQrIlK2XioPf0wZzJXfpDU-Sw.CWl9D2eXDDjYorg8Mm4v-EzecFgd8vMuGwLr6rTaKbc&dib_tag=se&keywords=air%2Bpurifiers%2Bfor%2Bhome&qid=1705476440&sprefix=Air%2Bpurifier%2Caps%2C136&sr=8-4&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Hamilton-Beach-Electric-Stainless-40880/dp/B00UFQ2LJ2/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.o51Mm0hvjCXRcaQuTUziaZsCuwu8eOcs3YG9aH7CLSJfgvcPwS-1GrM1KWbyqRt0iutpxn7QFsPG4W1SnA36HkodQyRUxM1hJoYCqIQ-M74zy6CgHyHx7Tp69l2-n0ZoiuHtxAf5PMTJFWlYQ6lr09F_emxvh8pdgRzFqG7F7m_5emSo2mB-3RfbBW2BZwgHc0K2XOfIwCs1H6kqg5VZMyvbJel8KbdEbggvRNGfAQDDNeiSB44xiedNuLjFoSsq4Sf2zevMpaLBt0MJW6jvU-nQakF1FKSnHOx4pwu86Qs.Oi5p_h9FVnjTI4r5EETlf4TgwcdlZ98U7AKjP2bPudc&dib_tag=se&keywords=electric%2Bkettle&qid=1716572012&sr=8-3-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B097F4QKVY/ref=sspa_dk_detail_0?pd_rd_i=B097F4QKVY&pd_rd_w=Ten3E&content-id=amzn1.sym.eb7c1ac5-7c51-4df5-ba34-ca810f1f119a&pf_rd_p=eb7c1ac5-7c51-4df5-ba34-ca810f1f119a&pf_rd_r=RCBAGR830YY7DEQHSVD9&pd_rd_wg=CxgQO&pd_rd_r=966a6af9-509c-462d-846e-9b053e44e782&s=kitchen&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWw&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/NuWave-Precision-Induction-Cooktop-Ceramic/dp/B01CHB1Y22/ref=zg_bs_g_13838451_d_sccl_10/144-2785369-8064018?th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Nonstick-Granite-Cookware-Kitchen-Induction/dp/B09KHBBCKW/ref=sr_1_31?gclid=CjwKCAiAu5agBhBzEiwAdiR5tC1jue0zxXcGuuaPiwq2DlxjXOk7wIqlcqnEq9udS-IkYhQmnEmljxoCv2QQAvD_BwE&hvadid=413626638177&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9031590&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=1867328593457801175&hvtargid=kwd-865039571700&hydadcr=4697_9478402&keywords=small%2Binduction%2Bcookware&qid=1678138950&refinements=p_36%3A-20000&rnid=386465011&sr=8-31&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09MKPDJRT?tag=thespruce-onsite-prod-20&ascsubtag=4589094%7Cn0dc70d6af91249658b7b29f17c7f731e20%7CB09MKPDJRT&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B091CKVY9F/?tag=thewire06-20&linkCode=xm2&ascsubtag=AwEAAAAAAAAAAn9M&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/EF-ECOFLOW-Portable-Generator-Optional/dp/B0C4DW17PD?th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Jackery-Explorer-Portable-Generator-Emergency/dp/B0B8ZLZ53M/ref=sxin_15_pa_sp_search_thematic_sspa?content-id=amzn1.sym.3f105dd1-731e-46ec-8a78-5849a8226882%3Aamzn1.sym.3f105dd1-731e-46ec-8a78-5849a8226882&cv_ct_cx=jackery+explorer+3000+pro&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.wfm5ryRLDe3TtNONGmyui-xBHSiN1R7MpSUrE7MUZbEWUHEMhVEo_wOw8Ew77db0T3saf7eENhTAlJPEJSe8dQ.mKbN_W-c4Jtnm2TNBDuxB7FTD0Z8L204zG2HYWY9r58&dib_tag=se&keywords=jackery+explorer+3000+pro&pd_rd_i=B0B8ZLZ53M&pd_rd_r=146de662-16d6-41fa-b99a-14b23894c597&pd_rd_w=CUbvN&pd_rd_wg=sApxV&pf_rd_p=3f105dd1-731e-46ec-8a78-5849a8226882&pf_rd_r=GZNMTGC8JEBC87ZZ7BJJ&qid=1705874477&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sr=1-2-364cf978-ce2a-480a-9bb0-bdb96faa0f61-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9zZWFyY2hfdGhlbWF0aWM&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Kasa-Smart-Power-Strip-TP-Link/dp/B07G95FFN3/ref=pd_bxgy_d_sccl_2/144-4986395-7449858?pd_rd_w=xxviD&content-id=amzn1.sym.c51e3ad7-b551-4b1a-b43c-3cf69addb649&pf_rd_p=c51e3ad7-b551-4b1a-b43c-3cf69addb649&pf_rd_r=JV94BVTGC25JPCWMM2PH&pd_rd_wg=4E143&pd_rd_r=06b0f11f-d875-424f-839b-d96e6e056ed5&pd_rd_i=B07G95FFN3&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08LN3C7WK?ref=emc_s_m_5_i_atc
https://www.amazon.com/All-New-release-Smart-speaker-Charcoal/dp/B09B8V1LZ3/ref=hsx_sh_dp_dp_bdg2_dsk
https://www.amazon.com/Google-Generation-Smart-Speaker-Assistant/dp/B0CGYFYY34/ref=sr_1_2?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EsJVbgKcIMWH34VsGpLbHHCTE2Lmz4bctdSljuOBh_YoMaGGhyyvURnDbLMwrF-VCEGkSxZo-PZLTLa8HFVXfW_YsNBgya-Uobt-xHB_sT7mdc8i3I80NlipKOV5PQ-ps6VfYlBPkYm_HRd3l7_0RC11-1_4I-uNvNpw7Hel4yzopZ492s2HtPioelEAPOv-yp9kvpqu_RqOYEhjyWJLumLBn94jFvjKC24l6wzFwbU.XIQ3ahKwV8-pRHZ7Dr61CFpgBqPG59vu2sXdnF3sukk&dib_tag=se&keywords=google+mini&qid=1716999738&sr=8-2


The Energy Coalition

DOE Prize Pilot Program - Implementation 
Status
● 10 renter household participants are currently using these appliances

● Gathering and analyzing data
○ Demographics / building types / existing appliances
○ Utility bills (both energy usage and cost), but not all households have 

access to information
■ Other measurements under consideration if we are awarded the DOE 

Grand Prize include indoor air quality and temp, and battery usage

● October in-person event with participants and other local renters 
○ Solicit feedback on appliances - frequency and ease of use, any improvements 

needed, new technologies of interest (e.g., portable solar panels)
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The Energy Coalition 19



The Energy Coalition

DOE Prize Pilot Program - Engagement

● Engaged w/ technology innovators
○ LACI
○ SD CleanTech
○ CalMTA*

● Issued a call for new technologies →
○ Increase GHG reductions 
○ Increase range of co-benefits
○ Reduce upfront investment costs
○ Reduce ongoing utility costs

*Others working in this space include 350 Bay Area, with a TECH Quick Start 
Grant and continuing work through CalMTA on portable AC units.

20



The Energy Coalition

DOE Prize Pilot Program - Engagement (cont’d)

● Discussions w/ SAJE (Strategic Actions for a 
Just Economy) around their tenants’ rights 
advocacy work

○ Potential application of what we’ve learned to efforts 
by LA County and City of LA to require landlords to 
provide cooling in rental units

● Discussions with Pomona Choice Energy (a 
project partner) to understand what they 
would need to make this a funded program 
for their low-income customers

LA Times Article - January 2024

21

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-01-23/los-angeles-county-looks-to-require-units-stay-cool-during-summer


The Energy Coalition

DOE Prize Pilot Program - Deliverable

● Develop a protocol that documents the program and identifies 
places where refinements will be needed for scalability

○ Other climate zones (e.g., where heating needs are dominant)

○ Other geographies / community types (e.g., rural) that might have different 
energy needs or opportunities (e.g., higher needs for back-up power, space 
for portable solar panels)

○ Other scalability considerations (open for suggestions from LGSEC)
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The Energy Coalition

10 renter 
households

and program 
protocol
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Vision for Scaling Direct-to-RenterTM Program

City of 
Pomona

2024

City of 
Pomona
2024-2030

Pomona 
Community 

Choice 
Aggregator 

Program

Replicate 
Statewide/ 
Nationally

>100 renter 
households

To be developed To be developed

Pair battery, A/C and load management
software through utility/CCA demand response 

program?
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Thank You!
Questions?
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Felicia Federico
Director, Funding and Research
ffederico@energycoalition.org

Julie Castro
Assistant Director

jcastro@energycoalition.org 



The Energy Coalition

Initial Survey Findings

25

80% 100% 60%

Households 
selected A/C as 
their top priority

Households 
already had some 

form of A/C

Households stated 
that existing A/C 
was not sufficient



The Energy Coalition 26

Why is Existing Cooling Insufficient?

“The window 
one doesn’t help 

[to cool] the 
whole house.”
SURVEY RESPONDENT

“Appliances 
needed for 

cooling [our] 
baby.”

SURVEY RESPONDENT

“The central A/C 
is too expensive 

[to use].”
SURVEY RESPONDENT



County of Sonoma’s 
2024 Comprehensive 
Energy Project

Energy and Sustainability
County of Sonoma

Eliott Whitehurst



Overview
• The County of Sonoma entered into 

contract with PG&E’s Sustainable 
Solutions Turnkey Program to 
complete a Comprehensive Energy 
Project 

• Project to be completed in two 
phases

• Additional scope proposed and 
presented to County Board of 
Supervisors to be phased by 2030
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Goals

29

Address deferred maintenance where possible

Project pays for itself over expected useful life of 
improvements

Carbon Neutral by 2030

Goal specific to Santa Rosa Vets Hall: Install AC so 
as to be cooling center during emergencies



Timeline

30

2019

•Initial contact & 
Information gathering

2020

•Site walks w/ SST team
•Master Services 

Agreement negotiation
•File SGIP Incentive 

Applications for 3 sites

2021

•Master Services 
Agreement Executed
•Investment Grade Audits 

and Energy 
Conservation 
Assessment for County 
Owned Facilities

•RFP formulation & release
•County BOS Adopts 

5-year strategic plan
•“Make all County 

facilities carbon free, 
zero waste and resilient”

2022

•Subcontractor site walks 
and RFP responses

•Contractor selection & 
Award (IGA / ECA)

•Contractor site walks / 
IGA & ECA Formulation

•Phase I IGA Delivered
•Phase II Preliminary 

Project Estimates

2023

•Phase II IGA & ECA 
delivered

•Refinement of proposed 
scope (Phase II)

•Phase I presented to BOS
•Phase I WO signed and 

financed (TELP financing)

2024

•Phase I Construction 
begins

•Phase II scope and pricing 
further refined

•Fixed and firm pricing 
received 

•Phase II presented to BOS
•Phase II financing 

presented to BOS as 
separate Item

•Financing secured 
through Certificate of 
Participation

County of 
Sonoma General 
Services 
Director Retires

County 
Infrastructure, 
Facilities, and 
Energy teams 
restructured

Management 
changes within 
Energy and 
Sustainability

County Energy 
teams 
restructured



Where it started – Phase I (SRVH)



Where we landed – Phase I (SRVH)

Cost of project after capital contribution, financing and incentives = 
$4,048,044



Phase I Progress
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• Construction begins mid-2024

• Expected completion for full 
scope by early Nov 2024

• PV + BESS must be operational 
by 3/1/25 to claim SGIP 
Incentive



Where it started – Phase II



Where we landed –Phase II

Cost of project after financing = 
$39,695,500



Lessons Learned

∙ Clearly define the roles of those involved – separate the individual 
from the position/role

∙ Define clear, shared objectives that align with stakeholder interest 
but still meets project goals.

∙ Understand who owns/provides the following:
∙ Utility data
∙ Systems data (HVAC/Water Heating model/serial numbers)
∙ Maintenance logs
∙ Facility drawings
∙ Mechanical layouts
∙ Electrical diagrams
∙ “As builts”

∙ Access to facilities
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Lessons Learned

∙ Update/consult your decision makers and legal counsel early and 
often.

∙ Consider where the project fits into your organization’s CAP.
∙ Actively listen to stakeholders’ concerns and try to find a path 

forward that addresses both concerns and project goals.
∙ Maintain perseverance and focus on the ultimate goals of the project 

and its broader impact, even when facing resistance. 
∙ Remain fluid and able to pivot depending on the changing needs of 

the project to keep it moving forward.
∙ Complex projects can be overwhelming. Break the project into 

smaller tasks to focus on moving them forward.
∙ Archive all related documentation/correspondence!
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Contact Us
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Storefront open 8-5 
Monday through Friday
2300 County Center Drive, Suite A105
Santa Rosa, CA  95403
707-565-6470
Energy@Sonoma-county.org
www.sonomacounty.ca.gov/energy



Site Overview 
McCain Valley -Task Order 5 

This task order focuses on the McCain Valley site located 
at 2550 McCain Valley Road, Boulevard, CA, 91905 in 
San Diego County. 
This currently unutilized site was once operated 

by Califo mia Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation as part of the Conservation (Fire) 

Camp Program whose mission is to support 
state, local, and federal government agencies as 

they respond to emergencies including fires, 
floods, and other natural disasters. 

It is a 433-acre parcel with an irregular shape. 
11 existing structures and a parking area are on 
site. 

ARUP 
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MEMBER NETWORKING - 25 minutes

Please refer to your participant packet for networking 

questions (page 4), sent via email & the chat box

● Groups of 3-4

● Three 8-minute rounds

http://www.lgsec.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Q1-2021-Participant-Packet_final.pdf


WHODUNIT: THE REAL 
STORY OF UNTETHERED 
RATE INCREASES
Presented to LGSEC
October 11, 2024
Richard McCann, M.Cubed



WHAT IS CAUSING DRAMATIC RATE 
INCREASES?

▶ Since 2014: PG&E rates up 110%, SCE = 90%, SDG&E = 82% 
▶ CPUC Public Advocates Office with utility support asserts rooftop 

solar customers shirked $8.5 billion in rate responsibility
▶ A corrected version reverses this story and rooftop customers 

have instead saved ratepayers billions of dollars
▶ The real source of rate increases can be traced directly to 

untethered utility spending, much of it not overseen
▶ Recent CPUC decisions have decimated the rooftop solar 

industry—a key component of meeting our electrification goals
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California’s Peak Electricity Demand Is Still Mid-Day
Rooftop Solar Addresses Summer Peak Enabling Savings for Everyone

• The mid-day summer peak still exists. This is actual electricity consumption. Rooftop solar addresses this peak. 
• The “net peak” is now in the evening. We are addressing that with solar plus storage.
• When generation exceeds consumption, large scale solar is curtailed. This is small in comparison with total solar 

generation, and only occurs on some spring days when total consumption is much lower. Storage is the answer.

CAISO; DG Stats



THE “COST SHIFT” STUDIES USE FAULTY PREMISES

Cost shift advocates have three erroneous 
unstated premises

1. Utilities own all electric output including 
used for self generation and are entitled to 
charge the retail rate

▶ Even if the utilities incurred no costs

2. Rooftop solar is a reduction in use of 
infrastructure already built

3. Only avoided costs in the future matter

The correct premises are

1. Customers own their generation and have 
no obligation to pay retail rates

2. Rooftop solar has met increased load 
growth and metered load has remained 
flat since 2006

3. Rooftop solar has created savings in 
generation and displace transmission and 
distribution investment that have reduced 
current rates

49



Rooftop Solar Has Kept Peak Electricity Demand Flat for Nearly 20 Years 

• Utilities complain about solar as 
“departing load,” as if the size of 
the pie never changes and solar 
customers only take away 
slices. 

• Actually, rooftop solar has kept 
the pie from growing.

• Rooftop solar avoided new 
generation capacity, expensive 
renewable contracts, associated 
transmission investment, and 
added local distribution.

Energy 
planners 
expected 
peak loads 
to increase 
by 15,000 
MW

Instead, 
consumers 
covered 
load with 
15,000 MW 
of solar



Peak Electricity 
Demand Has 
Remained Flat For 
Nearly Twenty Years 
Yet Utility Spending 
Has Increased 
Dramatically
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Utility rates 
have 
increased 
because  
utility 
spending has 
increased.

(“Spending Recovery = Collections from ratepayers for utility spending from current and previous years)

• Grid spending has far 
outpaced inflation and  
is nearly 1:1 with rate 
increases. 



NEARLY ALL 
RATE 
INCREASES 
ARE DUE TO 
SPENDING 
INCREASES

53

• 91%-93% of the utilities’ T&D rate 
increases are the direct result of their 
spending increases.

• T&D spending accounts for two-thirds 
of rates. Generation spending has 
grown much more slowly over time.

• The rest is due to customers reducing 
their usage in response to rapidly rising 
prices

PG&E and SCE timeframe is 2014-2024. SDG&E timeframe is 2018-2024 because the utility did not 
previously report T&D spending separately.



WILDFIRE 
MITIGATION 
COSTS ARE 
NOT THE MAIN 
REASON FOR 
SPENDING 
INCREASES
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 NEM 3 Hurt Solar Everywhere, Especially in Low- and Middle-Income 
Communities

All income levels were 
severely harmed by 
the sudden and 
extreme changes of 
NBT, but especially 
those in the $50k-$100k 
bracket as they are the 
largest slice of the 
market pie.

Source: CALSSA analysis of DG Stats, 
Census Data

NEM 2.0 Cliff



    With Electrification, Rooftop Solar Is Even More Important for California

• If we only respond to 
electrification by building 
power lines to faraway power 
plants, grid infrastructure costs 
will increase dramatically.

• If rooftop solar returns to its 
2021 pace, it would cover less 
than half of the projected 
increase in electricity usage 
due to electrification. 

Source: CEC Integrated Energy Policy Report; California Distributed Generation Statistics



    California Is Falling Short of Renewables Needed to Achieve 100% Clean Energy

DG Stats; QFER Power Plant Annual Generation database, CARB 2022 
Scoping Plan 

In this chart, grey bars depict 
how much solar & storage 
California must build to meet 
its accelerated climate goals 
by 2035 (10 gigawatts added 
per year according to CARB). 

The yellow and blue bars show 
actuals and projected MWs 
added each year.  

California must accelerate 
both utility scale and rooftop 
projects. 

Over the past four years, the 
rooftop solar and storage 
market has accounted for 40% 
of the capacity additions. The 
market has been severely cut 
back creating an unrealistic 
scenario for utility scale solar 
and storage to make up for 
the loss. 
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CEC Engagement Opportunities
Events and Workshops

● 2024 Electric Program Investment 
Charge (EPIC) Symposium (October 
28)

Comment Opportunities
● SB 100 Demand Forecast - CCEC 

Commented Aug 2024
● HOMES/HEERHA - CCEC 

Commented January 2024; 
Continuous docket

● TREC Contractor Training - CCEC 
Commented Sept 2023; Continuous 
docket

● 2025 Building Energy Efficiency 
Standards - Continuous docket

Advisory Opportunities
● CCEC/CEC bi-monthly informal meeting - 

contact Angie to join

Other
● Building Energy Performance Strategy 

Report 
● Solar for All (pending)
● Technical Assistance for Building Energy 

Codes (pending)
● General local coordination - leadership 

meeting CCEC soon

https://bit.ly/47xiOhq
https://bit.ly/47xiOhq
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fefiling.energy.ca.gov%2FGetDocument.aspx%3FDocumentContentId=94671%26tn=258626%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010101917a79f02d-3ee32dbb-0b84-4dad-8a0b-e2c2e99e4d58-000000/VaCfnSJ0DkRbhaM8l9MpcaJw80wBWf1k9tWsk-cQ4oo=367
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fefiling.energy.ca.gov%2FGetDocument.aspx%3FDocumentContentId=94671%26tn=258626%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010101917a79f02d-3ee32dbb-0b84-4dad-8a0b-e2c2e99e4d58-000000/VaCfnSJ0DkRbhaM8l9MpcaJw80wBWf1k9tWsk-cQ4oo=367
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/GetDocument.aspx?tn=254202&DocumentContentId=89560
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/GetDocument.aspx?tn=254202&DocumentContentId=89560
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/Ecomment/Ecomment.aspx?docketnumber=23-DECARB-01
https://eecoordinator.info/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CCEC-Compiled-Comments_-CEC-Contractor-Training-RFI.pdf
https://eecoordinator.info/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/CCEC-Compiled-Comments_-CEC-Contractor-Training-RFI.pdf
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/Ecomment/Ecomment.aspx?docketnumber=23-DECARB-01
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/Ecomment/Ecomment.aspx?docketnumber=23-DECARB-01
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/building-energy-efficiency-standards/2025-building-energy-efficiency
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/building-energy-efficiency-standards/2025-building-energy-efficiency
https://www.energy.ca.gov/data-reports/reports/california-building-energy-performance-strategy-report
https://www.energy.ca.gov/data-reports/reports/california-building-energy-performance-strategy-report


CARB Engagement Opportunities
Events and Workshops

● 5-Year Strategic Research Plan - CCEC 
commented live and invited CARB to LERN 
(Feb 2024) 

● CCI Triennial Investment Plan - CCEC 
commented live (Feb 2024)

● CCI Funding Guidelines Workshop - CCEC 
commented live (July 2024)

● CCI Outreach Liaisons Presentation (Sept 
2024)

● Transportation Fuels Transition Plan
● Zero emission heat and water heater 

standards - regional workshops; CCEC 
inviting to SLECC

Advisory Opportunities
● Addressing barriers to Advanced 

Clean Fleet regulations - TBD
● Transportation Fuels Transition Plan 

- CCEC on Workgroup 
● SLECC - Barrier to Climate Action 

(CCEC drafted Summary report; next 
discussion in December 2024)

Comment Opportunities
● CCI Funding Guidelines - CCEC 

submitted comment (July 2024)
● 2022 Scoping Plan - CCEC 

Submitted Comment in June 2022
Other

● CCI Reauthorization (Leg)

https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/workshop/2024-05/transportation-fuels-assessment-and-transportation-fuels-transition-plan
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/building-decarbonization/zero-emission-space-and-water-heater-standards/public-1?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/building-decarbonization/zero-emission-space-and-water-heater-standards/public-1?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/advanced-clean-fleets
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/advanced-clean-fleets
https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/workshop/2024-05/transportation-fuels-assessment-and-transportation-fuels-transition-plan
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OhnVO9khs_OfHl9jr5fePM1-ZKSfc4zO/edit#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://eecoordinator.info/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/CCEC-Comments-on-CARB-CCI-Funding-Guidelines_072624.pdf
https://eecoordinator.info/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/CCEC-Comments-on-CARB-CCI-Funding-Guidelines_072624.pdf
https://eecoordinator.info/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/4301-scopingplan2022-UTIAZVUxU2NSCwNn-1.pdf
https://eecoordinator.info/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/4301-scopingplan2022-UTIAZVUxU2NSCwNn-1.pdf
https://www.netzerocalifornia.org/blog/aligning-ggrf-with-the-2022-scoping-plan


CPUC Engagement Opportunities

Comment Opportunities

● <Steven Moss handling>

Other

● CPUC interest in Energy 
Affordability conversation

Events, Workshops (Informal)

● Climate Adaptation Vulnerability 
Assessment - Workshop #2 Oct 25, 
2024 in Irvine 

Advisory Opportunities

● CPUC Data Access - CCEC 
participating 

https://www.laregionalcollaborative.com/data-working-group/


LCI (OPR) & SGC Engagement Opps
Events, Workshops

● Local Government Roundtables 
(pending 2025-26)

Advisory Opportunities

● Climate Action Plan Technical 
Advisory Group + General Plan 
Guidelines

Comment

● California Climate Adaptation 
Strategy - CCEC Commented 
July 2024

Other
● Priority 3; E/O
● Prop 4
● Vatican Initiative
● Environmental Goals Policy 

Report
● CEQA Mitigation Bank
● Siting/permitting

https://eecoordinator.info/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/CCEC-Comments-on-State-Adaptation-Strategy.pdf
https://eecoordinator.info/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/CCEC-Comments-on-State-Adaptation-Strategy.pdf
https://sgc.ca.gov/meetings-events/council/2024/06-26/docs/20240626-6_AttachmentA_Priority_3_Progress_Report.pdf


IBank/Treasurer Engagement Opps

Comment

● IBank Climate financing 
products - Continous 
RFI 

Other

Events, Workshops

● Treasurer’s Office: Local 
Financing Resources

Advisory Opportunities

https://ibank.ca.gov/climate-financing/climate-financing-request-for-information/
https://ibank.ca.gov/climate-financing/climate-financing-request-for-information/
https://lnkd.in/gQhKJsPy
https://lnkd.in/gQhKJsPy


CCEC State-Local Coordination
SLECC

● Virtual Statewide: December - Barriers to Local Climate Action 

● Regional convenings being planned
○ Stay tuned for possible convening in Inland Empire in December
○ Collaborating with LCI/SGC



LSGEC / CCEC Collab Discussion
CEC 

● HOMES/HEERHA - Continuous docket
● TREC Contractor Training - Continuous docket
● 2025 Building Energy Efficiency Standards - 

Continuous docket
● Building Energy Performance Strategy Report 
● Solar for All (pending)
● Technical Assistance for Building Energy 

Codes (pending)

CARB
● Transportation Fuels Transition Plan
● Zero emission heat and water heater 

standards
● Addressing barriers to Advanced Clean Fleet 

regulations
● CCI reauthorization

CPUC 
● Climate Adaptation Vulnerability Assessment - 

Workshop #2 Oct 25, 2024 in Irvine 

IBANK
● IBank Climate financing products - 

Continous RFI 

Other 
● Regional convenings  - LSGEC session?
● Anything else? 

https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/Ecomment/Ecomment.aspx?docketnumber=23-DECARB-01
https://efiling.energy.ca.gov/Ecomment/Ecomment.aspx?docketnumber=23-DECARB-01
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/building-energy-efficiency-standards/2025-building-energy-efficiency
https://www.energy.ca.gov/data-reports/reports/california-building-energy-performance-strategy-report
https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/workshop/2024-05/transportation-fuels-assessment-and-transportation-fuels-transition-plan
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/building-decarbonization/zero-emission-space-and-water-heater-standards/public-1?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/building-decarbonization/zero-emission-space-and-water-heater-standards/public-1?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/advanced-clean-fleets
https://ibank.ca.gov/climate-financing/climate-financing-request-for-information/


LGSEC Member Meeting

Thank you for engaging today!

LGSEC.org Contact Us: contact@lgsec.org


